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VDA 4994 - Guideline 

You can find the VDA 4994 at: 

www.vwgroupsupply.com

and on the internet under the keyword "VDA 4994".
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Dimensions and layout of the data blocks in A5 format
Master-Label 

A1 – Ship from

A2 – Ship to

A3 – Labeltype and 2D barcode

B1 – Customer reference 1

B2 – Customer routing information

B3 – Logistic reference

C    – Article number of the customer

D1 – License plate

D2 – Customer reference 2

E1 – Supplier field

E2 – Customer reference 3 

Further details: VDA 4994 
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Completely filled
Master-Label 

123456789
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Dimensions and layout of the data blocks KLT1
Single-Label

For explanations of the data blocks see master label 
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Completely filled
Single-Label

PUBLIC                                                                                                                       KL-MB/E  |  KSU-Klasse: 0.2 – 4 Jahre  |  24.08.2023



7INTERNAL

Which type of the Data Matrix should be used?

The data matrix according to ECC200 is to be used. This is characterised by a black "L-shaped search pattern" and an opposite dashed clock pattern 

also in "L-shape".

According to which standard is the Data Matrix to be created?

The Data Matrix must be created in accordance with ISO/IEC 16022.

Which control characters must be used in the 2D barcode? 

The syntax control characters according to ISO/IEC 15434 must be used. These can be represented as follows:

Data Matrix
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Quality examples
Data Matrix

Contrast: Is the contrast enough?

Modules too bright Background is too dark

✓

Good

Modulation: Are all modules equally dark?

Good modulation Bad modulation

(differences in brightness of the modules)

✓

If you have any questions, please 

contact your printer manufacturer.
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Quality examples
Data Matrix

Grid nonlinearity: Are there deviations of the grid derived from the clock pattern to the ideal grid?

✓

Good grid/ linearity

Pressure increase: Are all modules the same size?

Without pressure increase Negative pressure increase

If you have any questions about 

this, please contact your printer 

manufacturer.

✓

Distorted grid Shifted grid

The increase in pressure can be positive or negative. Depending on the printing technique and substrate, the pressure may be too strong or too 

weak.

Positive pressure increase

✓
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Structure
Package ID

DI is only included in the barcode 

1J stands for Single Label

IAC from Dun & Bradstreet UN

CIN as DUNS number 499771473

SN of the package 123456789
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General tips for good barcodes

1. Increase in module size (while maintaining quiet zones).

2. Increase the resolution to e.g. 720 dpi.

3. Printing with edge smoothing.

4. Printing in the fence method (code 128).

5. Reduction of the printing speed.

6. In some cases, the amount and/or type of ink can influence the blackness of the print.

7. Please check if the printer is maintained and if you use the materials recommended by the manufacturer for printing.

8. Use standardized software that puts the codes on paper as "code" and not as graphics.
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› Compliance with quiet zones and positioning GTL-Small-Label (3-inch label) on the load carrier KLT (analogous to SLT)

5mm margin left, right, bottom / 2mm margin top for label holder 

03.04 Delivery condition: Global Transport Label

Total rest zone 11mm 

11 mm

6mm 15 mm
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› Compliance with rest areas and positioning GTL-A5 label (6-inch label) on the load carrier KLT (analogous to SLT)

5 mm margin left, right, top, bottom for label holder 

03.04 Delivery condition: Global Transport Label

Total rest zone 11mm 

11 mm

6mm

20 mm
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Compression of the License Plate
Package ID

The numeric compression describes the switching of the character sets in the barcode 128. At the beginning of the 
barcode 128, the character sets "A" or "B" must be used, because this is also able to print letters from A-Z. The 
character sets "A" and "B" can be used in the barcode 128. However, these can only decode single digits from 0-9 in 
a symbol.

The character set "C", on the other hand, can represent pairs of values from 00-99 in a symbol. By switching from 
character set "A/B" to character set "C", the barcode can be compressed. This is always indispensable if the width of 
the barcode means that compliance with the quiet zones can no longer be guaranteed.
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Correct application of the labels

Attach master label to both the long and short sides of the load carrier.

The GTLs are to be attached exclusively with weather-resistant and residue-free removable adhesive dots, strips.

For further information including examples can be taken from the following document:

Information_für_Lieferanten_Belegposition_Anlage_final_DE_EN.pdf

NEUE 

VERPACKUNGSREGELN
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Examples of incorrect attachment

• Please do not attach the master label 

under/above the load unit fuse!
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Examples of incorrect attachment

• Overstickered barcode

• Important information covered by adhesive dot. Please 

do not paste over!
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Examples of incorrect attachment

• Do not attach the master label to the lid!
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Examples of incorrect attachment

• Do not place the master label under foil or a shipping bag!
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Examples of incorrect attachment

• Please do not attach the master label under the end cap!
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Examples of incorrect attachment

• No old labels on the loading unit

• No receipts other than the GTL provided for
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VDA 4994 - Guideline 

You can find the VDA 4994 at: 

www.vwgroupsupply.com

and on the internet under the keyword "VDA 4994".
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